CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

of its protege. Our task is to analyse and
explain these special relations between the
two systems of thought.

The religion now known as Islam is as
near to the preaching of Muhammed or as
remote from it, as modern Catholicism or
Protestant Christianity is at variance or in
harmony with the teaching of Jesus. The
simple beliefs of the prophet and his con-
temporaries are separated by a long course
of development from the complicated religi-
ous system in its unity and diversity which
Islam now presents to us. The course of
this development was greatly influenced
by Christianity, but Christian ideas had
been operative upon Muhammed's eager
intellectual life at an even earlier date. We
must attempt to realise the working of
his mind, if we are to gain a comprehension
of the original position of Islam with regard
to Christianity. The task is not so difficult
in Muhammed's case as in that of others
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